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Loan schefii€¢ helps to
rejuvenate old hostel

£175k of gouncil funding helps turn site into nine flats

Report by Phil Hayes
newscdesk Conelfeess®
bruraslia ot

A SCHEME to rid Daver of empty
homes has helped turn a disused
properdy into nine new Nats,

The old youth hostel on London
Road -empty sinee 2005 - has been
the subject of a £1.1m renovation,
receiving a £175,000 interestfree
loan from Kent Caunty Council as
part of its “No Use Empty™ (NUE)

project.

Through the scheme, developer
Steven Turner-Dauncey, 53, who
lives with his wife, Audrey, and
their sevenmontheold  son,
Cooper, in Victoria Park, Daver,
purchased It for £149000 two
YOars ago,

Mr Turner-Dauncey said the
couneil's Inan was a great help
towards meeting the design
requirements of the 100-year-old
Grade 11 listed property

“We eauld spend more time on
the detail of the building, which is
all replicated fram the original
moulds,” he said.

Three of the flats - avatlahle at
around £330 per month - were
leased aut within just twoe weeks

# Number of homes returned to
use under NUE scheme:

Kent-2,126

Dover - 201

1 Total investment in empty
homes since 2005:

Kent - £18 million

Daver - £4.8 milion

i1 Total invesiment in empty
homes In Dover since 2005;
NUE leans - £1,6 mlien
Private funding = £3.2 mlion

of being on the market.

Mr Turner-Dauncey sald he
and his business pariner, Shella
Barclay-White, would like to do
more renavatians in Dover.

“There are lots of empty build-
ings in Dover and the surround-
ingavea. I would certainly seck to
use this scheme again, s hard to
get loans fromn banks these days,”
he added.

The interestfiee loan scheme
was started in Kent five years ago,

with Dover one of the founding
members.

Nevelopoers are given an Infee
tion of £25,000 Lo £175,000 to kick-
start renovations of empty homes.
This must be paid back within
three years and Is then reeyeled
into the funding of another devel-
opment by KCC.

Project manager Steve Grim-
shaw sald: “An empty properly
can drag down the value of other
propertics. We hope that filling
these  homes  will  encourage
peaple to came and fnvest in the
arca.”

Warking in partnership with
bPover  Distrlet  Councell, the
scheme has returned 200 eply
heties to use in Dover slnee 2005,
the second highest total in Kent
behind Thanet.

Sue Chandler, depuly leader of
DIR, said the Londan Read pro-
Jeet will "provide a boost for the
chtive communily ™

Mark Dance, KCC portfolio
holder for housing, sald there was
a strong rental demand in Dover
and “we would encourage others
to capitalise on this and work with
us {o return emply homes in the
arca to use.”
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BACK TO LIFE: Steve Grimshaw, NUE projecl manager, Steven
Turner-Dauncey and Mark Dance, KCGG portfolio holder for housing,
outside of the newly renovated former YHA buiding in London Road
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